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MARIA THERESA STANCOLA 


Avaust 20 (legislative day, AucusT 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 


the following 
REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2514] 
The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(H. R. 2514) for the relief of Maria Theresa Stancola, having consid- 


ered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the excluding provision of existing 
law relating to the commission of a crime involving moral turpitude in 
behalf of Maria Theresa Stancola, who is the wife of a United States 
citizen serving in the United States Armed Forces. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 24-year-old native and citizen of 
Germany who was married in Frankfurt, Germany, on June 2, 1950, 
to Sgt. Joseph J. Stancola. In 1946, she was accused of the theft of 
some clothing from her employer and signed a confession of guilt. 
Unless the waiver provided for in the bill is granted, the beneficiary 
of the bill will be unable to join her citizen husband in the United 
States. 
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A letter dated April 26, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy Attor- 
ney General with reference to the case, reads as follows: 


ApriL 26, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Rep esentatives, WW ashi) qton, D ( 


\ly DEAR \irR. (CHAIRMAN: This is in response to vour request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2514) for the relief of Maria 
Theresa Stancola, an alien. 

The bill would render the proy isions of the eleventh category of section 3 of the 
Immigration Act of 1917, as amended (8 U.S. C. 136 (e)), inapplicable to Mrs. 
Maria Theresa Stancola, German wife of Joseph J. Stancola, a United States citi- 
zen serving in the United States Armed Forces, with respect to any conviction or 
admission of the commission of any crime in her case of which the Departments of 
State and Justice have knowledge on the date of its enactment. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Maria Theresa Stancola, nee Klinkenberg, is a native and citi- 
zen of Germany, having been born in Krefeld, Germany, on February 10, 1927 








She is presently residing in Frankfurt, Germany Her husband, Sgt. Joseph J. 
Stancola, of the United States Army, is presently stationed in Granite City, II 
‘They were married in Frankfurt, Germany, on June 2, 1950, and a month later 
se ant Stancola received orders to return to the United States. It appears that 
he unable to obtain-the issuance of an immigration visa to Mrs. Stancola be- 
cause she had been charged in 1946 with the theft of clothing, had signed a con- 


fession and had been held in jail for several weeks. 
» 


The files further reflect that Sergeant Stancola was born near Uniontown, Pa., 
on March 21, 1918, and that he has been in the United States Army for the greater 


part of the time since his first enlistment in 1940. He was first married in Chicago 
lil., on February 18, 1946, the marriage terminating in divorce on December 23, 
1947. His parents are deceased. His sister resides in Hazelton, Idaho. The 
record indicates that the alien is not employed, resides with friends in Germany, 
and is supported by her husband Sergeant Stancola stated that his wife’s parents 
are divorced and that her mother resides in Krefeld, Germany. 

In view of the information contained in the record and the statements by 
Sergeant Stancola that the alien was charged in Germany with theft of clothing, 
that she signed a confession of guilt as charged, and that she was held in jail for 


several weeks, she is excludable from the United States under the provisions of the 


elevent ‘ategory of section 3 of the Immigration Act of February 5, 1917, as 
amended, and an immigration visa may not be issued to her. In the absence of 
special legislation she is unable to join her husband in this country. 


Whether, under the cireumstances as related by Sergeant Stancola, the general 


provisions of the immigration laws should be waived in this case presents a question 


of legislative policy concerning which this Department prefers not to make any 


Peyton Forp, 
Dy puty Attorne Genera 
Congressman John T. Wood, the author of the bill, appeared before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and submitted the following information: 
House OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wash ngton, dD. ( ee Vay De 1951. 
teference is made to H. R. 2514 for the relief of Maria Theresa Stancola, wife 
irst class, of the United States Army, which is 


now pending before vour committe 

Sergeant Stancola, a resident of Idaho, enlisted in the United States Army 10 
vears ago and has served honorably since that time, much of his service having 
been overseas While stationed in Germany, he married Maria Theresa Klinken- 
berg, a native and citizen of Germany, on June 2, 1950. 


In an effort to properly present this case to your committee, I have read very 
carefully the report of Peyton Ford, Deputy Attorney General, dated April 26, 
1951, the various letters received from Sergeant Stancola, and also discussed this 
matter in detail with him personally. 
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